
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in a District 
Board Meeting, please contact the District Office at 559-485-7353 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting, to ensure 
that reasonable arrangements can be made to provide accessibility to the meeting. 

 Please submit all written correspondence for the Board of Directors by 12:00 pm the Friday prior
to the meeting.  Please deliver or mail to the District Clerk.

 Public comments are limited to three (3) minutes or less per individual per item, with a fifteen (15)
minute maximum per group per item and will be heard during the communication portion of the
agenda.

1. Call to Order:

2. Roll Call: President Charles Garabedian, Jr.; Vice President Salvador Cerrillo; Director
Irma Castaneda; Director Frank Cerrillo, Jr.; Director Carlos Tovar, Jr. 

3. Certification:  Certification was made that the Board Meeting Agenda was posted 72 hours in
   advance of the meeting. 

4. Old Business:

a. Selection of Director Positions. Continued discussion of the tabled item from the last
board meeting in December for the selection of the President and Vice-President
positions.

Recommended action: board’s pleasure.

Motion by: _________________________; Second by: _________________________

b. KYA Services. Resuming conversation from the November 22 board meeting. The
unfinished work has now been completed. An invoice of $60,398.47 was submitted for
the completion of the walking path at the park.

Recommended action: approve payment of $60,398.47 to KYA Services, LLC.

Motion by: _________________________; Second by: _________________________

c. Per Diem. Adjustment to directors per diem.

Recommended action: boards pleasure.

5. New Business:

a. ARPA. The County of Fresno has awarded to the MCWD funds for the
construction of a replacement well (Well 5A) at the Well 5 site. In addition, the
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County of Fresno has awarded to the MCWD funds for the construction of a 
water storage tank at the Well 5 site. Design is proceeding on both projects. 
An environmental document is submitted for Board consideration and 
adoption. 
 
Recommended Action:  Adopt the Notice of Exemption attached.  Direct staff 
to record the Notice of Exemption with the County and send it to the State 
Clearinghouse.  
 
Motion by: _________________________; Second by: _________________________ 

 
6. Incorporation Reports: 

 
7. Recreation Reports:  

 
8. Engineer Reports:  

 
a. District Engineer Report.   

 
i. Drought Relief Grant Applications to the Department of Water Resources. 

The Department of Water Resources has awarded to the MCWD funds for a 
replacement well (Well 3A) and a storage tank at the Well 3 site. Design is being 
finalized. The project is ready to advertise for construction as soon as a Rule 16 is 
received from PG&E. No action is required at this time.  

  
b. CDBG Engineer Report: None for this meeting.  

 
9. General Manager’s Report: 

a. Increasing Visibility of Homeless Population in Malaga. 
b. Will Serve Letter for Malaga Power, 2611 E. North Ave, CUP 3748 

 
10. President’s Report: 

 
11. Vice President’s Report: 

 
12. Director’s Reports: 

 
13. Legal Counsel Report: 

 
14. Communications: 

 
a. Written Communications: 

1. Fresno Flood Control winter 2022 newsletter.  
2. Fresno County has funding available to serve residents of the 

unincorporated areas in the county to address housing needs of residents 
experiencing or facing homelessness. Those who wish to provide comments may 
attend a meeting on January 11 at 6:00pm.  
 

b. Public Comment:  The Public may address the Malaga County Water District Board on 
item(s) of interest within the jurisdiction of the Board, not appearing on the agenda. The Board 
will listen to comments presented; however, in compliance with the Brown Act, the Board 
cannot take action on items that are not on the agenda. The public should address the Board 
on agenda items at the time they are addressed by the Board. All speakers are requested to 



wait until recognized by the Board President. All Comments will be limited to three (3) minutes 
or less per individual/group per item per meeting, with a fifteen (15) minutes maximum. 

15. Consent Agenda.  The items listed below in the Consent Agenda are routine in nature and are
usually approved by a single vote. Prior to any action by the Board of Directors, any Board
member may remove an item from the consent agenda for further discussion.  Items removed
from the Consent Agenda may be heard immediately following approval of the Consent Agenda
or set aside for discussion and action after Regular Business.

a. Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of December 13, 2022.
b. Financial Statements and Account Payable Reports.

Recommended action:  To approve the Consent Agenda as presented or amended. 

Motion by: _________________________; Second by: _________________________ 

16.  Closed Session:

a.    Pending Litigation (Gov’t Code Section 54956.9)

17.  Adjournment:

Motion by: _________________________, Second by: _________________________ 

Certification of Posting 

I, Norma Melendez, District Clerk of the Malaga County Water District, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
agenda for the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of January 10, 2023 was posted for public view on 
the front window of the MCWD office at 3580 S. Frank Street, Fresno Ca 93725, at 12:00P.M. On 01/06/2023. 

   Norma Melendez 
Norma Melendez, District Clerk 



Invoice

Date

Job SiteBill To

Malaga County Water District

KYA Services LLC

Invoice #

1-4-13401

1800 E. McFadden Ave.        

Santa Ana, CA 92705

3601 S Maple Ave.

Fresno, CA 93722

3582 S Winery Ave.

Fresno, CA 93725

10/31/2022

Malaga Community Center

P.O. Number Terms Project

Signed Proposal

Description U/M RateQuantity

1-4-23326A

Amount

Malaga CC - Path Around Entire Property / Resurface with Concrete

Net 30

Provide all Materials and Labor for Resurfacing of Pathway Around 

Property at Malaga CC

 1.00 EA  59,582.19 59,582.19

Bonding Fee  1.00 EA  816.28 816.28

Total

Payments/Credits

Balance Due $ 60,398.47 

$ 0.00

$ 60,398.47 

Questions - Please call Kellie Baker at (714) 646-4380 or email 

at Kellie.baker@thekyagroup.com Page 1 of 1
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Project Name
Well 5A and Tank 2 Project

Project Applicant
Malaga County Water District (MCWD)

Project Location
Fresno County Assessor's Parcel No. 331-080-44ST, located on the east side of Peach
Avenue between North and Central Avenues.

Project Description
The Malaga County Water District (MCWD; Water System No. CA1010042) proposes to
remove and replace Well 5 and its accessory structures and other site improvements,
which is currently inactive due to its inability to meet drinking water quality standards, with
a new well (named Well 5A), as well as accessory structures and site improvements, on
the same property as Well 5. The current water system requires all active wells working
continuously, and this Project will serve to provide redundancy and allow other wells to
go offline to allow for maintenance activities.

The Project would include a well, pump, discharge piping, valves, and appurtenances; 1
MG water storage tank, booster pump station, power and electrical cabinet for controls
and switchgear; chlorination equipment; electrical service and transformer; site storm
drain basin for site drainage and well pump-waste discharge pipeline.

The Project will be required to comply with all applicable regulatory requirements related
to stormwater and wastewater discharges, all applicable San Joaquin Air Pollution Control
District applicable rules and regulations, all applicable County of Fresno Well destruction
requirements, and other applicable regulatory requirements.

Exempt Status:
Sec. 15302(c)
Sec. 15282(k)

Why Project is Exempt
The Project is statutorily and categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to:

1. Guidelines § 15282(k), which exempts the installation of new pipeline or
maintenance, repair, restoration, removal, or demolition of an existing pipeline as
set forth in Section 21080.21 of the Public Resources Code, as long as the project
does not exceed one mile in length.

2. Guidelines § 15302(c), which exempts the replacement or reconstruction of
existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be located on the
same site as the structure replaced and will have substantially the same purpose
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and capacity as the structure replaced, including the replacement or reconstruction 
of existing utility systems and/or facilities involving negligible or no expansion of 
capacity. The Project proposes to replace Well 5 with Well 5A to meet drinking 
water quality standards and to provide redundancy to the water system. 

 
Due to the redundancy nature of the Project, no cumulative impacts will occur from 
successive projects in the same area. There is no reasonable possibility that the 
Project will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. 
The Project will not damage scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, 
historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially 
designated as a state scenic highway. The Project site is not on any list compiled 
pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. The Project will not cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 



 
 

 

 
  
 

  

  
   

   

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
     

 
  

 
      
 

   

   
 

      
   

 
   

 

 

  

 

  

 

        Statutory Exemptions. State code number:  

          

   

_______________________________________________

Print Form 

Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

 From: (Public Agency):  ____________________________To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113

 _______________________________________________Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

 County Clerk 
(Address) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

County of:  __________________ 

Project Title:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Applicant:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Location - Specific: 

Project Location - City: ______________________ Project Location - County: 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

_____________________ 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  _____________________________________________________ 

Name of Person or Agency  Carrying Out Project: ________________________________________________ 

Exempt Status:  (check one): 
Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: ____________________________ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _______________ 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No 

Signature: ____________________________ Date: 

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:  
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

_______________ 

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:  ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________ Title: _______________________ 

Revised 2011 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN HELP!
REGISTER

FRESNO:
http://bit . ly/fresnopit2023

MADERA:
http://bit . ly/maderapit2023

STEP 1:

STEP 2:



THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 19TH



6 PM - 8 PM

OR

FRESNO:

NIELSEN CENTER
3110 W NIELSEN AVE
FRESNO, CA 93706

2 PM - 4 PM

ATTEND A MANDATORY TRAINING

STEP 3: VOLUNTEER

FRESNO MADERAFRESNO MADERA  
HOMELESSHOMELESS  

POINT-IN-TIME COUNTPOINT-IN-TIME COUNT

20232023

FRESNO:
CROSSROADS VILLAGE

3737 N BLACKSTONE

MADERA:
CAPMC

1225 GILL AVE

TALLY 
COUNT

TUESDAY,
JANUARY 24TH
5 PM - 12 AM

SURVEY 
DAY 1

SURVEY 
DAY 2

WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 25TH
5 PM - 12 AM

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 26TH

7 AM - 4 PM

TUESDAY,
JANUARY 24TH

5:30 PM - 12 AM

WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 25TH

7 AM - 3 PM

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 26TH

7 AM - 3 PM

VOLUNTEER CONTACT: MICHAEL MYGIND
(559) 348-7835 OR MARKETING@WESTCARE.COM

HEADQUARTERS

SATURDAY,
JANUARY 21ST
10 AM - 12 PM

NIELSEN CENTER
3110 W NIELSEN AVE
FRESNO, CA 93706

TUESDAY,
JANUARY 17TH

1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

CAPMC HS CONF. ROOM
675 SOUTH PINE ST.  #105

MADERA, CA 93637

MADERA: FRESNO:
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Website: www.malagacwd.org 

MALAGA COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
3580 SOUTH FRANK STREET   -  FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93725 

  PHONE: 559-485-7353   -   FAX: 559-485-7319 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  CHARLES E. GARABEDIAN JR      SALVADOR CERRILLO     IRMA CASTANEDA    FRANK CERRILLO JR     CARLOS TOVAR JR.    
   PRESIDENT              VICE-PRESIDENT              DIRECTOR        DIRECTOR  DIRECTOR 

   ______________________________________________________ 

      MOISES ORTIZ 
  GENERAL MANAGER 

January 11, 2023 

Mr. Jon Boyer 
Director,  Environmental, Health, and Safety 
Middle River Power 
2611 E. North Ave. 
Fresno,  CA  93725 

RE: Will Serve for Malaga Power 140 MW BESS Project 
Middle River Power 
2611 E. North Avenue, Fresno, CA 93725 
APN 330-050-027SU 
Malaga County Water District 

Dear Mr. Boyer:  

As requested, this letter serves as a response to your written request for a will-serve letter 
for the expansion of the existing Malaga Power, LLC to incorporate a Battery Energy 
Storage System Project (BESS).  The request for a will-serve included a project description 
dated July 2022. 

The project site is located within the boundaries of the MCWD. 

The MCWD took action at a regular Board Meeting of January 10, 2023 to provide a 
conditional will-serve letter for the proposed project.  This conditional will-serve letter is 
valid through January 11, 2024. There are conditions associated with the will-serve letter as 
identified below:     

1. The will-serve letters dated August 13, 2021 are hereby rescinded.

2. MCWD facilities shall be protected and accessible at all times.

3. It is understood that there are no proposed changes to the existing water and sewer
services.  If changes are proposed, the owner shall be required to submit improvement

item 9.b.
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plans, prepared by a Civil Engineer, for review and approval by the MCWD.  The 
improvement plans shall identify all water and sewer improvements.  The owner shall be 
responsible to construct all water and sewer service connections in accordance with 
MCWD Standards.  

 
4. The developer shall be required to pay all applicable District fees in accordance with the 

rates in effect at the time of payment.  If water or sewer improvements are proposed, 
District fees include a deposit of $1,000 required for engineering, legal, and 
administrative fees.  Upon receipt of the plans for review, the final fees will be 
determined.  A copy of the current Master Schedule of Fees, Charges, and Recovered 
Costs is available at the District Office at 3580 S. Frank Street, Fresno, CA 93725.  

 
5. Storm water shall not be discharged to the sanitary sewer system.  
 
6. The applicant shallupdate the Application for a Non-Residential Wastewater Discharge 

Permit so that the information for the site is up to date.  
 

7. The developer shall be required to pay all applicable District fees in accordance with the 
rates in effect at the time of payment.   

 
8. The County of Fresno is the responsible entity for building permits.   
 
9. The County of Fresno is the responsible entity for public safety services (Fire and 

Sheriff) and any conditions that will be placed on the development with respect to those 
services. 

 
10. The development shall provide a schedule for the proposed construction. 
 
11. The Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District is the responsible entity for storm 

drainage facilities and transportation facilities, and therefore responsible for any 
conditions that will be placed on the development with respect to those services. 

 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Moises Ortiz, General Manager 
 
cc: County of Fresno 

 
 Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group 
 

http://www.malagacwd.org/


The District bids a fond farewell to two long-time members 
of the Board of Directors, engineers Roy Spina and Mike 
Rastegar.  Mr. Spina served as the lone City of Clovis ap-
pointee for 28 years, making him the longest serving Di-
rector in the history of the District.  Mr. Rastegar was one 
of four Directors appointed by the City of Fresno, and he 
gave an impressive 17 years of service on the District Board.

Roy Spina

Mr. Spina had already retired twice - 
from military service and from Clovis 
Unified School District, when he was 
appointed to the Board in 1994.  He 
then went on to give another full ca-
reer’s worth of public service in that 
capacity.  As explained in the staff re-
port to the Board honoring Mr. Spi-
na upon his retirement, “For local government to serve its 
constituents effectively, it takes individuals who are willing 
to step up and serve the community selflessly, to truly be 
active and engaged with its constituents, and to fulfill their 
civic duties with character and civility. Director Spina has 
not only done this, but was truly an excellent Board Mem-
ber who served with integrity, fairness and passion.”

Mike Rastegar

Mr. Rastegar was appointed to the 
Board in 2005 while he was Deputy 
District Director for Caltrans.  Upon 
his retirement from Caltrans in 2012, 
he continued his second career of 
serving on the Board.  Mr. Rastegar’s 

Message from the General Manager..................................................2
Stormwater recognized as a resource by the State.........................2
New explainer video tells the story of FMFCD....................................3
Board awards 2023 Clean Stormwater Grants...................................4
New segment: ‘Ask the Expert’ mini-interview series........................4

Banners to bags - an upcycling success story................................. 5
New Play-Safe matting at Trolley Creek Park................................... 5
Guest story: FEMA Risk Rating 2.0.................................................... 6
What a difference 30 years makes.................................................... 7
Close Up:  Shauna Espinoza-Mendoza.............................................. 8

Inside This Issue

Flood Line
A Newsletter of the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District Capturing Stormwater since 1956

Volume 31, Number 3
Winter 2022

Change comes to District’s Board of Directors
engineering and financial knowledge was of great benefit 
to the District.

Sarge Green, City of Clovis

Sarge Green was appointed by the 
Clovis City Council to fill the seat 
held by Mr. Spina for 28 years.  He 
is a part-time water management 
specialist with the California Wa-
ter Institute and Center for Ir-
rigation Technology at Fresno State. His previous efforts 
at the Institute and Center have included water policy fa-
cilitation, integrated regional water management studies, 
special water resource management reports and Director 
of the Center for Irrigation Technology until retiring from 
full-time employment in December 2020. 

Before joining Fresno State’s water programs Green was 
General Manager of Tranquillity Irrigation District in Fres-
no County and before that a senior scientist with the Cen-
tral Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. Prior 
appointments include serving as a member of the Califor-
nia Water Quality Monitoring Council and as Chair of the 
Water Quality Committee for the Association of Califor-
nia Water Agencies. He’s currently a member of the Public 
Policy Institute of California, Water Policy Center research 
network and a Board of Director for the Tule Basin Land 
and Water Conservation Trust.

New City of Fresno appointee coming soon

Stay tuned for the announcement of who the City of Fres-
no will appoint to fill the Board seat left open by Mr. Ras-
tegar’s retirement.  
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Peter Sanchez

Stormwater recognized as a resource by the State
the urban area.  Stormwater is retained in the network of 
what is now more than 150 stormwater basins in Fresno 
and Clovis, giving it time to percolate through the soil and 
back into the aquifer our area relies upon for most of its 
water.  The 15-year average for stormwater capture alone 
is 16,289 acre-feet, or enough water to cover 16,289 acres 
of land in one foot of water.  In the November 7, 2022 Cal 
Matters story ‘How can California boost its water supply?’, 
the District’s system is called out as an example of using 
stormwater as a resource, “In bone-dry 2021, storm flows 
accounted for almost all of the district’s groundwater re-
charge.” 

Others are changing how they manage stormwater
All across California, communities are taking inventory 
and reassessing what water resources they have, and finding 
innovative ways to make the most of them.  As the District 
shows with its system design and function, there is a 
significant community benefit to treating stormwater as a 
valuable natural resource to help secure local water supplies.

In California’s Water Supply Strategy - Adapting to a Hot-
ter, Drier Future, released by the Department of Water 
Resources in August 2022, increased stormwater capture 

is listed among the key strategies to 
help California meet demand and deal 
with decreased water supplies over the 
next two decades and beyond.  Listing 
stormwater as a valuable resource to be 
preserved and used, and not as a waste 
to be disposed of, is important to Cali-
fornia making the most its water.   

Scarcity shapes the way resources are viewed, and what 
is viewed as a resource.  It could be said that the Fresno/
Clovis area’s foundation in agriculture and that culture of 
practicality and stewardship also make it easier to see the 
value in something that others don’t see.  The engineers and 
draftsmen who designed the District’s unique urban drain-
age and flood control system in the late 1950’s and early 
1960’s created a system that treats stormwater as a resource, 
and built in capture and retention of the rain that falls on 

Since the District’s creation by voters 
in 1956, 86 individuals have served 
on the Board of Directors.  They 
came from a range of profession-
al backgrounds, and brought their 
knowledge and expertise to serve the 
people of Fresno and Clovis.  

The District’s unchanging mission 
is to protect lives and property from 
flooding, while being careful stew-
ards of both water resources and 

public funds.  It is a small agency that does big things with-
in a service area of 399 square-miles.  About 75 employees 
manage the work required to maintain dams and reservoirs 
that protect downstream areas from foothill-borne flood-
ing, and the urban storm drainage system of more than 150 
stormwater basins and 740+ miles of pipelines that cap-
tures and keeps rain that falls on Clovis and Fresno.  In ad-
dition to these primary responsibilities, the District is the 
Fresno/Clovis lead agency on Clean Water Act stormwater 
pollution prevention, and also provides recreational space 
at more than 20 urban basin sites.  

The first cover story in this issue talks about two recent 
Director retirements and one new appointment, with one 
more coming soon.  Not every Board member should be a 
civil engineer, though that expertise is needed.  Because the 
District’s work involves much more than engineering, hav-
ing varied expertise on the Board is important.  Directors 
with backgrounds in banking, accounting, public relations, 
public service of various kinds, law, private enterprise of 
different types, agriculture, public policy, water resources, 
and much more, have all brought valuable perspectives to 
District leadership. 

While Mr. Roy Spina’s 28-year service record is unmatched, 
most Directors commit several years to leadership and use 
that time to develop a broad understanding of the District’s 
purpose, funding, personnel structure and strengths, and 
the interconnected relationships across all sectors - public, 
private, non-profit, and residents.  The desire to continue 
learning and a strong sense of civic duty are traits our Direc-
tors seem to share, regardless of their backgrounds, to the 
great benefit of the District’s mission. 

https://calmatters.org/explainers/california-water-solutions/
https://www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/water-resources/groundwater-recharge/
https://www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/water-resources/groundwater-recharge/
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Water-Resilience/CA-Water-Supply-Strategy.pdf
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Water-Resilience/CA-Water-Supply-Strategy.pdf


The past flooding that led to... the present flood control & urban storm drainage 
system
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New explainer video tells the story of FMFCD
District goes ‘Hollywood’
The Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control 
District invites you to view its new explainer 
video that tells the story of the District’s 
beginnings, purpose, and its value to the 
people of Fresno and Clovis.  

The new video features on-camera and 
voiceover done by our top three managers 
(shown right), and uses a combination of 
drone footage and still images of District facilities, old newspaper stories, and clips from our very first, proto-explainer 
video, ‘It’s Up To You’, shot in 1965.  Both videos are found on the District’s YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/user/
FresnoMetroFlood

Peter Sanchez
General Manager

Brent Sunamoto,
Dist. Engineer/Assistant GM

Berta Mims,
Assistant GM-Admin

The rainfall total has increased from 
9.5 inches annually to 11.5 inches 

over the last 30 years.

http://view the new explainer video
http://view the new explainer video
http://It’s Up To You
http://www.youtube.com/user/FresnoMetroFlood
http://www.youtube.com/user/FresnoMetroFlood
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Board awards 2023 Clean Stormwater Grants
The District Board of Directors awarded $30,000 to fund 
13 local projects through its Clean Stormwater Program 
at the December 14, 2022 meeting.  Funding is offered as 
reimbursement, in two tiers - up to $2,000 for river field 
trips for schools and general priority grants, and up to 
$4,000 for high-priority projects.

River Field Trip Grants – Provide funding for classes to 
visit the Scout Island Outdoor Education Center to learn 
about the water cycle, local water resources and quality, 
and the importance of keeping stormwater clean.  Field trip 
grants were awarded to:
•	 Houghton-Kearney K-8 School, Central Unified
•	 Vang Pao Elementary, Fresno Unified
•	 Roeding Elementary, Fresno Unified
•	 Girl Scouts of America of Central California South
•	 Ahwahnee Middle School, Fresno Unified
•	 Sunset Elementary, Fresno Unified

General Grants – Projects must focus on one or more of 
these topics: stormwater quality and education, household 
hazardous waste information and education, stormwater 
pollution prevention assistance and education for 
businesses, environmental restoration, or enhancement and 
preservation.  One general grant was awarded to:
•	 California Water Institute and California State 

University, Fresno

High Priority Grants – Projects must focus on one of these 
topics: urban trash reduction and elimination, Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM), Low Impact Development 
(LID), or, stream/river cleanup or restoration, or research 
related to stormwater pollutants.  High priority grants were 
awarded to:
•	 U.S. Green Building Council
•	 Big Picture High School
•	 Sierra Resource Conservation District
•	 Boy Scouts of America, Troop 514
•	 Boy Scouts of America, Troop 301

The application period was from October 27 through 
December 1, and is open around the same time each year.  
Volunteer groups, environmental organizations, schools, 
neighborhood improvement groups and other not-for-
profit associations were encouraged to apply.  The grant 
program, established in 1997, helps fund local projects 
that help promote the District’s stormwater pollution 
prevention goals.  Projects must take place in the District’s 
service area (generally the Fresno-Clovis metro area).

Visit www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/clean-storm-water 
-program/community-assistance/clean-storm-water-
grants for more information.

New segment: ‘Ask the Expert’ mini-interview series
Our newest three-part segment features Terry Arko of the 
California Pool and Spa Association, who provides all the 

information one 
needs to properly, 
smartly, and safe-
ly drain a pool in 
Fresno or Clovis. 
He describes why 
proper drainage is 
important, what 
permits and per-

missions are necessary, and all other steps that are required 
in order to do the task correctly. 

This is the fourth installment in the mini-interview series, 

joining these segments: 

•	 Impacts of Trash and Graffiti with Mark Standriff of 
Beautify Fresno

•	 Pest Management with Suzanne Bontempo of Our 
Water, Our World

•	 Wildlife with Adam Johnson of Fresno Flood Control 

These continue to be short, sweet, and easily digestible, in 
order to be a ready resource to the public!  All can be found 
on the District’s YouTube channel.  Follow the Fresno Met-
ropolitan Flood Control District on Facebook or Insta-
gram to see and share these, and other upcoming videos!

http://www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/clean-storm-water -program/community-assistance/clean-storm-water-grants
http://www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/clean-storm-water -program/community-assistance/clean-storm-water-grants
http://www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/clean-storm-water -program/community-assistance/clean-storm-water-grants
https://www.youtube.com/user/FresnoMetroFlood
https://www.facebook.com/fresnometroflood/
https://www.instagram.com/fresnometroflood/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/fresnometroflood/?utm_medium=copy_link
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Have you seen these around town?

The District runs an annual rainy-season campaign during 
which banners are placed all around town along the fences 
of stormwater basins. They are meant to help the public 
understand where water flowing through gutters goes 
(stormwater basins) and that any discarded pollution (such 
as trash) can negatively impact local drinking water resources.

By recycling the banners into bags, the District is able to 
divert waste from the landfill and continue sharing this 
important stormwater message through cool swag!

Keep an eye out for this year’s new banners at a stormwater 
basin near you.

Banners to bags - an upcycling success story

The playground at the District’s Trolley Creek 
Park has gotten a flooring make-over.  It was 
time to replace the spongy, rubbery Play-
Safe matting that gives the playground areas  
protection against falling and also makes the 
play equipment accessible to park visitors who 
happen to use wheelchairs, crutches or other 
mobility assistance.  No getting bogged down in 
sand or wood chips.  Visitors can get right up to 
the play equipment and start having fun.

If you haven’t visited Trolley Creek Park before, 
go!  If you haven’t been for a while, the park 
is asking about you and 
hopes you’ll come back 
soon.  It is located north 
of Kings Canyon Road on 
Huntington, east of Willow, 
tucked behind the Walmart 
store.

New Play-Safe matting at Trolley Creek Park

Get ready for 
bouncy playground 
fun - If you’ve never 
walked on Play-Safe 
rubber matting, give 
it a try.  It’s really 
fun.  
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Guest story:  FEMA Risk Rating 2.0
Two rating variables 
no longer used are 
the flood zone and 
BFE. However, 
NFIP communi-
ties still use flood 
maps (and ECs) for 
managing the flood-
plain.  And lenders 
still use flood maps 
for determining if 
flood insurance is 
required.  And while 
RR 2.0 uses a build-
ing’s replacement 
cost, the limits of coverage still are the same (e.g., $250,000 
building/$100,000 contents for 1-4 family buildings).

Not basing rates on flood zones and BFEs has resulted in 
some changes.  For example, the lower-cost Preferred Risk 
Policy (PRP) for properties in moderate-low risk zones is 
going away. Rates are no longer affected when new flood 
maps result in changes in flood zones or BFEs (i.e., no more 
grandfather rating).  The exception is a one-time newly 
mapped discount is applied to policies newly identified to 
be in a high-risk zone (i.e., Zone X to Zone A).  Commu-
nity Rating System discounts now apply to all flood zones, 
not just high-risk (e.g., all policies in the cities of Clovis and 
Fresno get a 10% discount).  Likewise, mitigation discounts 
apply in all flood zones.  

There are many more things to know about RR 2.0.  You are 
encouraged to talk to your insurance agent for additional 
details.  You also can visit FEMA’s RR 2.0 webpage (www.
fema.gov/flood-insurance/risk-rating). To learn more 
about flood insurance, visit www.FloodSmart.gov.

1Base Flood Elevation - The elevation of surface water resulting from 
a flood that has a 1% chance of equaling or exceeding that level in any 
given year (sometimes called the “100-year flood”).

For more than 50 years, how FEMA determined the cost 
of an NFIP policy never changed much.  It was centered 
on two main factors, which were based on a community’s 
flood map. First, what flood zone was the building in.  And 
second, how high was it above the predicted floodwaters 
(known as Base Flood Elevation, or BFE1).  If it was in a 
high-risk flood zone (e.g., Zone AE, VE), an Elevation 
Certificate (EC) was needed to provide a quote.  If an EC 
didn’t already exist, the property owner would have to hire 
a surveyor.  This resulted in a costly, time-consuming path 
for a property owner to buy a policy.

FEMA needed to update the way flood insurance was rat-
ed.  Rating needed to be more representative of the risk.  
Plus, it had to be done more quickly and at less expense to 
the property owner (i.e., no EC).  So…enter Risk Rating 
2.0 (RR 2.0). FEMA rolled out RR 2.0 for new policies on 
October 1, 2021. And on April 1, 2022, existing policies 
began renewing under RR 2.0.

FEMA designed RR 2.0 to better reflect a property’s 
unique flood risk.  The rating system is now easier and fast-
er for insurance agents to provide quotes (e.g., an EC is no 
longer required, though it can still be used if it results in a 
lower cost).  It includes more flood risk variables such as 
distance to and height above a flooding source. It uses more 
flood frequencies (not just the 1%-annual-chance flood) 
and more flood types (including heavy rainfall). It includes 
property characteristics like the cost to rebuild and height 
of the first floor above the ground. 

Guest writer: 
Bruce Bender,
Risk Communication and 
Outreach Consultant,
Bender Consulting Services, Inc.

WHAT GOES INTO RR 2.0

•	 Federal government-source data, commercially 
available third-party

•	 Distance to Flooding Source and Flood Type
•	 Building Occupancy
•	 Construction Type
•	 Foundation Type
•	 Ground Elevation
•	 First Floor Height
•	 Number of Floors
•	 Prior Claims

FEMA-SOURCED DATA
ADDITIONAL DATA SOURCES

COST TO REBUILD

RATING VARIABLES INCLUDE:

BROAD RANGE OF FLOODING FREQUENCIES

FEES AND SURCHARGES

Most homeowners insurance policies do not cover 
damage due to flooding.  A separate flood insurance 
policy is needed.  The majority of flood policies are 
written through the federal government’s National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), which was established 
in 1968.  While it is available in more than 22,000 
communities that have joined the NFIP, less than 5% 
of homeowners have an NFIP policy nationwide.

The completion of the District’s Redbank Fancher Creeks Project 
in the early 1990’s and the substantial completion of the Fancher 
Creek Detention Basin in the early 2010’s and subsequent flood 
map revisions allowed thousands of properties within the District to 
be removed from the highest risk flood zones and save significantly 
on annual flood insurance premiums.  The implementation of Risk 
Rating 2.0 may impact the flood insurance premiums on some 
properties within the District.
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Highs and lows

In the last issue of Flood Line we talked about how District 
groundwater recharge totals for the last water year were 
the lowest on record.  The recharge graph told the story of 
variability in rainfall and recharge performed over the past 
15 years and showed that though totals are low during some 
years (19,873 acre-feet in 2015, and the very low 12,688 
acre-feet in 2021), they are very high in other years (68,782 
acre-feet in 2017, and 68,095 acre-feet in 2019).   

Because rainfall varies wildly in our semi-arid region, it is 
important to have an urban drainage and flood control sys-
tem capable of handling large volumes of water no matter 
when or how they show up – as rain, or as diverted Kings 
River surface water.  The District’s urban and rural systems 
were designed with capability to capture and contain wa-
ter to protect lives and property and hold that water to al-
low time for it to soak through the soil and recharge the 
groundwater aquifer, or move it to other local sites for 
that purpose.  Recharge of river water during the summer 
months is made possible through pipeline connections to 
the Fresno Irrigation District’s (FID) canal system.  

Groundwater recharge capability grows over time

For some perspective on changes in system recharge capa-
bility, we looked back at what was happening with dry sea-
son recharge in the District’s urban storm drainage system 
in 1992.  That year, staff reported to the District Board that 

the 1991 water year saw 20,116 acre-feet of recharge and ex-
plained that was the third highest total to date. There were 
31 stormwater basins used to recharge that water, of the 44 
that were intertied to FID’s canal system to allow diversions 
for dry season recharge.  At that time, stormwater routed 
to basins after rain was estimated but not measured, so the 
recharge total reflects only dry season recharge.

This year’s report to the Board showed that due to 
persistent drought just seven basins were used for recharge 
in the 2021 water year, of the 98 
basins that are now intertied to 
FID canals.  The dry season-only 
recharge total in those basins was 
a depressing, record-breaking low 
of 1,038 acre-feet.  

Today there are more than twice 
the number of urban stormwater 
basins (98 compared to 44) ready 
to accept and recharge dry season 
surface water diversions, and 
more than 150 basins total that 
can capture rainfall.  This gives the system huge flexibility 
in capturing and keeping water when it does show up again.  
During times of heavy snow melt originating in the Sierra 
Nevada, there are more basins to divert water to for dry 
season recharge of runoff that feeds the Kings River.  During 
future heavy rain years, there is much more room to catch 

and hold stormwater. 

More to come

Drainage system planning, pipeline 
construction, and basin excavation 
are done ahead of planned develop-
ment within the Cities of Clovis and 
Fresno and happens incrementally 
over time.  As new building con-
tinues, new urban storm drainage 
infrastructure will be built to serve 
new neighborhoods and businesses.  
Increased capacity for groundwater 
recharge is one of the publicly fund-
ed benefits, in addition to storm-
water capture to prevent localized 
flooding.   

Neighboring infrastructure - A Fresno Irrigation District canal adjacent to and connected via 
pipeline to an FMFCD stormwater basin (Nielsen & Teilman, in southwest Fresno)

What a difference 30 years makes

“Today there are 
more than twice 

the number of 
urban stormwater 

basins...ready 
to accept and 

recharge...surface 
water”

https://indd.adobe.com/view/c7be5a72-d21c-42ec-84f3-54e9a90a73c2


Close Up: Shauna Espinoza-Mendoza
Shauna Espino-
za-Mendoza is a new, 
not-new employee 
who has joined the 
District’s Develop-
ment Review team.  
Shauna worked at the 
District from 2003-
2006, shortly after 
she graduated from 
Fresno State.  She 
wanted to gain some 
design experience in 
the private sector to 
obtain her Civil En-
gineering license, and 
she did just that.  She 
returns to the Dis-

trict as a Registered Civil Engineer.

In addition to earning her RCE, she worked for about five 
years in the private engineering sector.  However, she had 
always wanted to teach math and decided to then earn 
her teaching credential.  She then spent the next 10 years 
teaching, five years in Central Unified School District 
and five years in Selma Unified.  She had her own class for 
eight years; six year in middle school, and two years in high 
school.  Shauna started the Robotics Club Team at Selma 
High School, where they took 4th place their first year.

As she progressed in her new career and earned her Master’s 
in Education, the next logical step was administration.  She 
instead decided to look again at engineering.  Now-retired 
District Engineer Jerry Lakeman had asked her in 2006 if 
she was sure she wanted to leave the District, and told her 
she could always come back.  She says she remembered her 
time at the District fondly, “I specialized in water resources 
and wanted to come back to my roots of what I enjoy doing.”  

Fortunately for the District, Shauna decided to apply and 
started again in July 2022.  When asked if there is anything 
that stands out to her so far, she said, “Most everything has 
moved from being on paper to being digital.  I’ve only seen 
one set of paper plans since I’ve been here.  Plan review is 
now done digitally.”  She said something that hasn’t changed 
is that “...everyone is helpful, kind and supportive, which 
makes for a great working environment.”  

“We are happy to have Shauna back at the District working 
in the Development Review Department.  She has already 
had an impact on the department and we look forward to 
all that she has to offer,” says Jason Clarke, Development 
Services Manager.

Shauna and her husband Luis will celebrate their fifth 
anniversary in March.  They have two dogs, two cats and 
two foster cats that they expect will become permanent.  
She enjoys knitting with her mom, reading, and she and Luis 
love to vacation in Morro Bay.

5469 E. Olive Ave., Fresno CA 93727 
(559) 456-3292 · fresnofloodcontrol.org

Mailing info - If you have a change to your mailing info, or prefer to 
receive Flood Line by regular post, e-mail, or both - contact Brandy 
Swisher at brandys@fresnofloodcontrol.org or (559) 456-3292.

Follow us:Board of Directors: Kacey Auston, Chair • Lawrence Garcia, Vice Chair 
• Frank Fowler • James E. “Buzz” Burleson, Jr. • Raquel Busani • Sarge Green

Engineer Shauna Espinoza-Mendoza and 
her husband Luis

www.fresnofloodcontrol.org
mailto:brandys@fresnofloodcontrol.org
https://www.facebook.com/fresnometroflood/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fresno-metropolitan-flood-control-district?trk=company_logo
https://www.youtube.com/user/FresnoMetroFlood


HOME-ARP 
All calls are
confidential 

All interested parties are invited to participate to help identify the best way to utilize the HOME-ARP
funds to address the needs of the homeless and residents at risk of homelessness in Fresno County
and its seven participating cities.

Fresno County has funding
available to address
housing needs of
residents experiencing or
facing homelessness.
The funding is available to serve
residents of the unincorporated
areas of Fresno County, as well as
the 7 participating cities:

We'd like your input.

Fowler
Kerman
Kingsburg
Mendota

Reedley
Sanger 
Selma

Please join us for this meeting on:
 January 11th, 2023@6:00 PM

Location: 
Fresno County Plaza 8th Floor 

Conference Rm A
2220 Tulare St. Fresno, CA 93721

You may also join the meeting via 
teleconference or Microsoft Teams:

https://tinyurl.com/8tkehbfz

(559) 494-4226

Meeting ID: 454 410 922#

To RSVP please
email or call:

Comdev@fresnocountyca.gov

559-600-4292
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In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in a District 
Board Meeting, please contact the District Office at 559-485-7353 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting, to ensure 
that reasonable arrangements can be made to provide accessibility to the meeting. 

 Please submit all written correspondence for the Board of Directors by 12:00 pm the Friday prior
to the meeting.  Please deliver or mail to the District Clerk.

 Public comments are limited to three (3) minutes or less per individual per item, with a fifteen (15)
minute maximum per group per item and will be heard during the communication portion of the
agenda.

1. Call to Order: 6:05PM

2. Roll Call: President Charles Garabedian, Jr.; Vice President Salvador Cerrillo; Director
Irma Castaneda; Director Frank Cerrillo, Jr.; Director Carlos Tovar, Jr. 
Not Present: President Charles Garabedian, Jr.  
Also present: Neal Costanzo, Norma Melendez and Moises Ortiz. 

3. Certification:  Certification was made that the Board Meeting Agenda was posted 72 hours in
   advance of the meeting. 

4. Old Business: none for this meeting.

5. New Business:

a. Oath of Office.  Members re-elected on 8 November 2022 to take Oath of Office.

Recommended action: for re-elected board members to take Oath of Office and selection of 
President and Vice-President positions.  

Re-elected board members took the Oath of Office. Selection of president and vice 
president was tabled for the next board meeting in January.  

6. Sheriff Report: Presented by CSO, Elaine Montoya.
CSO, Elaine Montoya, reported some of the crimes that occurred in the community of
Malaga and its surrounding area.

Director Tovar Jr. excused himself at 6:11pm.

7. Incorporation Reports: None for this meeting.

8. Recreation Reports:
Director Tovar, Jr. resumed the board meeting at 6:40pm.
Vice President Cerrillo reminded the board members of the Christmas program of
December 17. All children will receive a toy, even those who signed up for Toys-for-Tots

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

MALAGA COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
3580 SOUTH FRANK STREET 
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93725 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at 6:00PM 

item 15.a.



as it is unknown if the organization will deliver gifts before recreation’s Christmas 
program.  

Director Castaneda reported that food was given out for free to those who attended the 
recreation committee’s bingo night.  

9. Engineer Reports:

a. District Engineer Report.  None for this meeting.

b. CDBG Engineer Report: None for this meeting.

10. General Manager’s Report: None for this meeting.

11. President’s Report: absent.

12. Vice President’s Report:
Vice President Cerrillo wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and states that 2023 will be
Malaga’s year of incorporation.

13. Director’s Reports:
Director Castaneda, Tovar, Jr. and Cerrillo, Jr. Wish everyone and the District staff a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

14. Legal Counsel Report: None for this meeting.

15. Communications:

a. Written Communications: None for this meeting.

b. Public Comment:  The Public may address the Malaga County Water District Board on
item(s) of interest within the jurisdiction of the Board, not appearing on the agenda. The Board
will listen to comments presented; however, in compliance with the Brown Act, the Board
cannot take action on items that are not on the agenda. The public should address the Board
on agenda items at the time they are addressed by the Board. All speakers are requested to
wait until recognized by the Board President. All Comments will be limited to three (3) minutes
or less per individual/group per item per meeting, with a fifteen (15) minutes maximum.

16. Consent Agenda.  The items listed below in the Consent Agenda are routine in nature and are
usually approved by a single vote. Prior to any action by the Board of Directors, any Board
member may remove an item from the consent agenda for further discussion.  Items removed
from the Consent Agenda may be heard immediately following approval of the Consent Agenda
or set aside for discussion and action after Regular Business.

a. Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of November 22, 2022.
b. Financial Statements and Accounts Payable Reports.

Recommended action:  To approve the Consent Agenda as presented or amended. 

Motion by Director Castaneda; Second by Director Cerrillo, Jr. and by a 4-0 vote to 
approve the consent agenda as presented.  

17. Closed Session:  None for this meeting.



18. Adjournment:

Motion by Director Castaneda, Second by Director Tovar, Jr. and by a 4-0 vote to
adjourn the meeting at 6:51pm.

Certification of Posting 

I, Norma Melendez, District Clerk of the Malaga County Water District, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
minutes for the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of December 13, 2022 was posted for public view on 
the front window of the MCWD office at 3580 S. Frank Street, Fresno Ca 93725, on 01/11/2023. 

   Norma Melendez 
Norma Melendez, District Clerk 
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